ACTIVITIES FOR CLASSROOMS

bring
the future
of literacy
to your classroom!
engaging audiovisual books
read out loud
have fun reading with friends
capture volunteer hours
narrate books for learners
enjoy reading while listening

get your
classroom
using Simbi
Speak with Steph:
Stephanie Mrakovich
stephanie@simbi.io

ACTIVITIES FOR CLASSROOMS

who we are
Simbi readers fall in love with reading. We are the only
reading platform that motivates students to read by giving
back to their global community, providing actionable literacy
benchmarks and tailored feedback. We are an early stage
startup with incredible traction, including partners such as
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees and
Google.
Through Simbi's online reading platform, students are
motivated to read-out-loud by turning their voice into
audiovisual books that teach our global community. Our
algorithms provide teachers and parents with meaningful
literacy benchmarks and efficiently assess student
performance as they read into a laptop, tablet, or mobile
device, in class or at home. With the largest combined audiovisual book library in the world, Simbi is enjoyed by both
adults and children around the world, by strong readers and
developing readers. We are a small and agile team, based in
Vancouver, Canada who are dedicated to improving literacy
through our purpose-driven company values. We uniquely
motivate and engage students to read by giving back to our
global community of readers through reading out loud as
their literacy fluency improves.
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global stewardship with Simbi
1. What is Simbi?
Simbi is a unique online reading platform that helps improve
student reading fluency and provides opportunities for
giving back to the global community. Identifying how one’s
actions affect and impact others and can work to make
positive change is an important element in developing social
responsibility. Simbi provides students direct experience in
“giving back” and “making a difference”.
2. How does Simbi stewardship work?
When students reach a proficient level of reading fluency
using Simbi’s “Read Out Loud” feature, their recorded voice
is saved in the Simbi Library. It is then used by readers in
other countries around the world as they access Simbi’s
“Read While Listening” feature. Reading to help others is
really that simple!
3. How can I promoting Simbi Stewardship in my classroom?
Simbi is currently being used in Canada, Uganda, India, South
Africa, Norway, and Germany. Teachers can help promote
Simbi Stewardship by creating a class project focusing on
one of these countries. Becoming familiar with one of the
countries will help students develop a stronger relationship
and connection with the readers they will be helping.
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study a country where Simbi is used
Have your class visit www.simbi.io/our-mission to view
the map of classrooms using Simbi around the world.
Select or vote on a country your class will focus on.
Display or project a map of the country in the classroom.
Ask students what things they might want to know about
the country and brainstorm a list.
Invite groups of students to research and share
information on some of the topics such as: population size,
special geographical features, special places of interest or
structures, climate, government, religion, cultural
celebrations, family life, access to water, educational
attainment, strengths and struggles facing this country.
This could be an extensive study or a simple single class
period project.
Create a class powerpoint about the country
Older students could do a comparison of their findings
with Canada (for example: differences in population size,
literacy rates, educational attainment).
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read while listening with Simbi
Students using Simbi are able to select a country from
which the reader who recorded the story comes from.
Encourage students to select and listen to readers from
the country you are focusing on.
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read out loud with Simbi
Using the Simbi platform, set a goal with your class to try
to record one story per student that can be uploaded to
the Simbi Library to help readers in the country you are
studying. Once the recording is approved, they will be
notified and sent a link to hear their recording.
Share the link with the global community, family, and
friends to show your impact amongst Simbi’s global
community of readers!
Create a class graph to track the number of recorded
stories.
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create a class read-aloud with Simbi
Go in-depth with Simbi’s read out loud feature to select
one book the entire class to read together!
Select a book and click the “Read with Friends” button
Invite each student by email. If they already have a Simbi
account, the assignment will automatically be added to
their Simbi library, otherwise, we’ll email them a link to
create an account.
Have each student read their assigned pages.
Once the book is completed, select the book from your
Simbi library and click play to read while listening to each
student’s contribution.
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create your own books with Simbi
Simbi enables users to upload their own texts to Read Out
Loud. During an in-class writing workshop, invite students
to write a story that they will read out loud on Simbi for
their parents, classmates, friends, and Simbi readers
around the world!
Once they read their story out loud, Simbi will provide a
shareable link.
Consider assigning each student to listen to a classmate’s
story and review it.
Try this simple story structure, or create your own!
Character – themselves
Setting – their school
Problem – wants to ____ (find a friend, make the basketball
team, learn to read, bring their dog to school)
But– ____ (what or whom is preventing them from achieving
their goal)
Then – in the end, they achieve their goal.
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celebrate your Simbi stewardship
Share your Simbi stewardship achievements with the
school at an assembly.
Write an article for the school newsletter.
Become “Simbi mentors” for another class!
Get parents, families, and friends reading with Simbi.

